Craupia STrasserR began her career in 1993 when
she opened a boutique in New York City’s East
Village and filled it with French boudoir furni-
ture and accessories. She painted and repaired
flea market finds, reincarnating them into the
sparkling treasures. Now she travels to Paris
throughout the year, taking small groups shop-
ping and sharing resources. She works on books
and articles while designing a furniture line and
doing some decorating projects. Claudia’s style
and business have been featured in scores of mag-
azines. She is the author of The Paris Apartment:
Romantic Décor on a Flea Market Budget (1997).
The website and boutique can be found at www.
theparisapartment.com. Claudia splits her time

between New York, Paris and Miami.
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FLEA MARKET STYILE

CLAUDIA STRASSER

f you love French design and bargain hunt-

ing, Paris is the place where your shopping

fantasies come true. Claudia Strasser leads a
tour through the flea markets, finding treasures
that can become one-of-a-kind heirlooms and
accessories to reflect your individual style. A styl-
ized map shows the lay of the land, and Claudia
gives a professional shopper’s tips on where to
find what, back of the market trade secrets, and
the ins and outs of shipping items home. Shop
and dream your way through the Paris fleas with

this visual stroll through the city’s best markets.
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FURNITURE

What appears to be damaged can often add character. Sometimes
a defect may even work in your favor, as it could lower the price
tremendously. Don't be afraid to choose a piece that can be easily

repaired with a little glue and a clamp.

FACING: “Duchesse Brisée” was the original chaise lounge. Designed
in the 1700s, it was composed of two chairs and a fitted ottoman
that could be enjoyed by a couple or separated for guests. These
triple sets are becoming more rare, and finding one with its
original fabric and patina like the one seen here is perfect for a

chic boudoir.
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